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The Southeastern-Southwestern Library 
Associations Conference 


Agreement has been reached between the officers of the Southeastern Library Associa- 
' tion and of the Southwestern Library Association for a joint meeting to be held in New 
- Orleans, October 21-24, 1942. Thus the two groups will come together again for the first 
fime since the interesting meeting in Memphis in 1934 in what will be, it is hoped, an all 
Southern meeting, including our neighbors to the south of us. It has been suggested that 
_ the theme of the conference might well be “hemisphere friendship.” The time is propi- 
_ tious for such a demonstration on the part of librarians. Conditions in Europe are uniting 
the republics of America for mutual defense and for the solution of common problems as 
ever before. More and more Latin American students are coming to us for instruction 
im many fields including library work. More and more visiting American scholars are 
finding out what Latin American civilization has to offer us. The Latin American pro- 
" gfams of a number of Southern universities, including Tulane and Louisiana State Uni- 
_ Versity, are making available rich collections of Latin American literature. 

Among librarians probably no one knows intimately our fellow Latin American li- 
- Brarians, especially in Middle America, closest to us, than Mr. Arthur Gropp, Librarian 
| @f the Middle American Research Institute of Tulane University. Mr. Gropp’s recently 
Published book, “The Guide to Libraries and Archives of Central America and the West 
Indies,” based on his visits to Middle American libraries is the latest and most authoritative 
Work on the libraries of that region. 

_ Much attention, therefore, might well be given at this conference to the bettering of 
“Welations between our libraries and those of our Latin American neighbors. It is to be 
» hoped that there will be present a considerable number of Latin American librarians with 
whom we may become better acquainted and that interesting programs may be worked 
"it which will prove stimulating to all concerned. 


















2 fe- 


THe BuLLeTIN OF THE 





The Southeastern Library Association held 
its first conference at Signal Mountain, 
Tennessee in 1920. Since that time regular 
biennial sessions have been held, the latest at 
Savannah in 1940. The Southeastern associa- 
tion has done very creditable work for libra- 
ries in the South especially through its Policy 
Committee and through the Committee on 
Relations with the Southern Association of 
Schools. 

The Southwestern Library Association was 
organized in Austin, Texas in 1922. It has 
held biennial meetings regularly since 1922. 
Three Louisiana librarians have served as 
presidents, Mr. James A. McMillen, Librarian 
of Louisiana State University, in 1930, Miss 
Essae M. Culver, Executive Secretary of the 
Louisiana Library Commission, in 1938, and 
Mr. Robert J. Usher, Librarian of the How- 
ard-Tilton Memorial Library of Tulane Uni- 


versity, in 1940. 


Late October is a most agreeable time for 
a convention in New Orleans. Librarians 
everywhere welcome an opportunity to pay a 
visit to one of the most charming cities in 
America. It is to be expected that this con- 
vention through friendly cooperation will 
prove to be a memorable occasion. Mr. John 
Hall Jacobs, Librarian of the New Orleans 
Public Library, has consented to serve as Gen- 
eral Chairman for the Southwestern associa- 
tion. Mr. Ralph W. McComb, Assistant Li- 
brarian of the library of Tulane University 
will have charge of exhibits and Mr. Arthur 
E. Gropp, of the Middle American Research 
Institute will serve as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Latin American Relations. All 
Louisiana librarians are urged to take their 
part in making the convention a success. 





The President Looks at the Loutstana 
Library Association 


By FLORRINELL FRANCIS, Assistant Director 
Library School, Louisiana State University 


On or about May | each year, a President 
is born to the Louisiana Library Association. 
At first she is overcome by the honor, but 
eventually she comes out of her dase and 
wakes to the realization that her position is 
not merely an honor, that there is work to 
be done, and that in a career so brief, every 
hour should be made to count if it is to be 
even moderately successful. She spends the 
next few weeks trying to familiarize herself 
with the Association’s past history, its present 
policies, and the needs of its immediate fu- 
ture, all to the end that the current program 
can be carried on effectively, and, at the 
same time, long range planning for the future 
may be done intelligently. Having envolved a 
few brilliant ideas from her studies, she seeks 
to call her Executive Board together, but by 
this time the summer is upon her with its 
vacation schedules and librarians being for 
the most part seekers after knowledge and 


great travellers, she finds Council scattered. 
So, with no alternative but to wait until fall, 
she meditates on Library Associations in gen- 
eral, and on the Louisiana Library Associa- 
tion in particular. 

So far, the experiences of your 194142 
President have been more or less typical, but, 
of necessity, her meditations are influenced by 
the vantage points from which she views the 
Association. As President, she asks herself, 
“What does the Association mean to its mem- 
bership-at-large?” As Assistant Professor and 
Assistant to the Director of a library school 
which each year graduates some seventy-odd 
students who are to enter the profession, she 
asks herself “What does it offer the beginning 
librarian?” Can she in her role as teacher 
and counsellor truthfully say to the new 
Bachelor of Science in Library Science, and 
prove to his and her own satisfaction, that 
he should step into the profession holding his 
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diploma in one hand and his receipt for dues 
paid to the State Association in the other? 

Let me go back to the first question. What 
does the Association mean to its membership- 
at-large? Of late on the inside covers of the 
A. L. A. Bulletin have appeared from time to 
time what amounts to full-page advertise- 
ments, each directed at a special group within 
the library profession, and each enumerating 
the advantages of membership in A. L. A. to 
that group. Such an enumeration has as its 
purpose the selling of A. L. A. to prospective 
members, but it produces a valuable by-pro- 
duct. It can make the Association conscious 
of any unevenesses and inadequacies in its 
service to librarians. Such an experiment in 
self-evaluation would be wholesome to this 
Association or to any other such organization. 
We must at intervals take stock of ourselves, 
in order to see if we are fulfilling our obliga- 
tions and if we are realizing to the fullest 
extent our potentialities. 

Recently a member who has been in the 
Association long enough to know his way 
about, and yet a short enough time not to 
have become sunk into complacency gave us 
his evaluation of the Louisiana Library As- 
sociation. On February 27, 1941, Mr. Eugene 
Watson, Librarian of the Louisiana State 
Normal College, wrote the Editor of the 
Bulletin a letter which was printed in the 
March issue of that journal. Every member 
of the Association who is interested in help- 
ing to mold the policies. of our organization 
better to meet our need—and who among us 
is not?—should read or re-read that letter. 

Mr. Watson writes as a Freshman, though 
I would question his classification of himself 
thus, and place him at least a first term 
Sophomore. To him the Association means 
two things, both extremely worth while,— 
an annual conference and a quarterly bulletin. 
He raises the question, “Is it enough?” and 
he points the way to possible extensions of 
our frontiers, recognizing the need for re- 
organization for more effective service, if 
such extension is to take place. 

Since taking office I have had occasion to 
review the history of our Association and I 
have been interested to note the way it has 
responded to the needs of its membership. 





In the beginning, and for a number of years 
thereafter, when the membership was small, 
homogeneous, and concentrated in a few key 
places in the state, the needs which the As- 
sociation met were two: the need of fellow- 
ship with others whose interests were similar, 
and the need for strength with which to fight 
the state-wide indifference to and ignorance 
of libraries which could only come with or- 
ganization. To'the pioneers of library de- 
velopment in this state, the annual confer- 
ence was not merely enough; it was a re- 
markable achievement. 

Later, as our membership grew in number 
and scattered over every section of the state, 
some method of holding the Association to- 
gether between conferences, some means of 
keeping its members informed of develop- 
ments became imperative. The Conference 
decidedly was not enough; the Bulletin was 
a necessity. 

Mong with the rapid and sudden develop- 
ment of libraries in the state, particularly in 
the school and parish field, the number of 
trained librarians jumped tremenduously. No 
longer was it possible to absorb the new mem- 
bers into the Association easily and painless- 
ly, as formerly it had been. The sudden in- 
crease in members was not alone responsible 
for this. Even more responsible was the wide 
gap in age distribution. Overnight the Asso- 
ciation was confronted with a large group 
of very young librarians, eager to work in 
the organization and anxious for the op- 
portunity for self-expression unhampered by 
the presence of older and better established 
members. Again the Association rose to the 
occasion. The Junior Members Round Table 
was created. 

Now again we are suffering from growing 
pains. Not only is our problem one of large 
membership scattered over a state-wide area, 
and representing a wide age range, but also 
we are confronted with problems resulting 
from highly diversified interests. The An- 
nual Conference and the Bulletin, both grow- 
ing steadily better with the years, are not 
enough. We cannot afford to be complacent 
when our 1940-41 Membership Committee 
reported a mere three hundred and sixteen 
members out of a possible six hundred. We 
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cannot afford to be complacent when our 
Registration Committee regularly reports a 
slight excess of one hundred in attendance 
at conferences. Something more is needed. 
But what? 

Our Freshman, Mr. Watson, in his letter 
to the Editor, suggested that by way of mak- 
ing the Association mean more to its mem- 
bers we might sponsor and undertake pro- 
jects, and suggested that our Association 
might reed to be reorganized for effective 
administrative action. These two points, as 
the Membership knows, were given much 
thought by the past administration and came 
up for discussion at the May conference. 
The ground has been broken; the seed have 
been planted. The responsibility of bringing 
in the harvest has been placed upon the pres- 
ent administration. We recognize that the 
need for re-organization is imperative, and 
that upon it all other developments depend. 
We know that an Association cannot Rope 
to hold a vital place in the professional life 
of three hundred and more members repre- 
sefting every type of library service without 
taking cognizance of their special interests 
and problems in its plan of organization, in 
its conference programs, and in the projects 
it sponsors. If the 1941-42 administration 
does nothing more than present for adoption 
at the spring Conference a revised constitu- 
tion based upon the needs and interest of its 
Membership, it will not have to hang its 
head in shame; and, if, in addition, it can 
lend assistance to even one worthy project, 
it can take a reasonable pride in its accom- 
plishment. 

The second angle from which I have been 
viewing the Association comes much nearer 
to me, since I feel a personal, as well as an 
official responsibility toward the young library 
school graduate who affiliates for the first 
time with the Louisiana Library Association. 
I must be able to clarify in my own mind 
the advantages to him of membership before 
TI can urge him to become one of us. Very 
glibly, one can enumerate advantages of a 
certain kind to the beginning librarian; Mem- 
bership marks him as “professional,” gives 
him opportunities to mect leaders in his 
chosen profession and even prospective em- 





ployers, opens up to him avenues through 
which he may attain recognition, et cetera 
and et cetera. Though true, I could not bring 
myself to use these arguments unless I could 
also show him values of a higher order. We 
would have him view his profession and the 
Association with clear but unselfish eyes. We 
would not have him consider the Association 
as a means of personal advancement but 
rather himself, working through the Associa- 
tion, as a means of advancing the objectives 
of the profession. 

Then what higher values can we point out 
to him? It is trite to say that youth is ideal- 
istic; that he desires to serves rather than be 
served; but only the truth is trite. If the As 
sociation is to have vital significance to him, 
he must be able to see that the Association 
needs him every bit as much as he needs it; 
that there is work worth doing, and that the 
opportunity to do it will be his; and that the 
Association offers him good companions with 
whom to work. But if we tell our young 
Bachelor of Science in Library Science this, 
then we must be very sure not to disappoint 
him. Fellowship and the opportunity to serve 
are sufficient incentives to attract him, and 
it is up to us to provide them. 

The Annual Conferences offer opportuni- 
ties for good fellowship in abundance, but, 
does each older member in attendance dis 
charge his personal obligation to welcome 
the new member to the Association and to 
assist him in orientating himself in the pro 
fession? Far too often the older member, 
busy with his numerous duties and his as 
sociates of many years, salves his conscience 
by assuring himself that the “junior member” 
wants to confine his activities to those of his 
young friends. If he could know how his 
interest in the young person just entering 
the profession pays dividends in increased in- 
terest in Librarianship, deepened respect for 
the profession and its members, and greater 
desire to be worthy of the title Librarian, 
he would consider it not only his duty but 
his pleasure to serve as a welcoming com- 
mittee of one not only at Conferences but 
wherever and whenever the opportunity per 
mits. ; 

The second incentive, that of opportunity 
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to serve, was well put by Miss Essae Culver, 
the President of the American Library As- 
sociation, in the January issue of the Bulletin, 
in an article entitled “Seeing the Library 
World as a Whole.” She stressed that “there 
is no success which does not entail a relation- 
ship between the individual and others,” and 
she goes on to ask the question, “How can 
any Librarian believe in the objectives for 
which the library was created and not want 
to add his strength to that of others in order 
to obtain the success of those objectives?” 
If, however, we are to stress service to the 
Association we must not reserve for those 
who already have proved themselves depend- 
able, all major committee work. We must 
be willing to place a bet on the dark horse. 
It is admittedly far easier for the Association 
to run smoothly with an efficient oligarchy in 
power who will distribute committee appoint- 
ments to those already experienced in the 
work. It is often simpler for the chairmen 
of committees to do the greater part of the 
work themselves than to delegate it to com- 
mittee members heretofore untried. But is is 
infinitely better that new members and form- 
erly inactive members be given an oppor- 
tunity to prove their abilities even at a cost 
of lowered efficiency and effectiveness. The 
values to be derived from membership in an 
Association grow in proportion to the work 
one does in that Association. No one can 
stand on the sidelines indefinitely and con- 
tinue to be vitally concerned with the pro- 
gress of an organization and the realization 
of its aims. And it is equally true that no 
organization can continue alert to new de- 
Velopments, progressive in its outlook, and 


flexible in its program, unless it be fed con- 
tinually by new blood. An Association that 
makes the greatest possible use of its mem- 
bers cannot grow stale. 


Finally, we must not only give our begin- 
ning librarians the opportunity to work in the 
Association, but we must give him work to 
do that is worth doing. With the organiza- 
tion of sections within the Louisiana Li- 
brary Association, along the lines of the mem- 
bers, interests, it should be a simple matter 
to promote within each, projects of. interest 
whole profession. The Junior Members’ 
to each special group, and of value to the 
Round Table has set an excellent example of 
us with its Directory of Louisiana Librarians. 
The College and Reference section has out- 
lined already enough valuable projects for a 
lifetime of work. It remains for your Execu- 
tive Board to establish the machinery for 
operation and to set it in motion. 


If Mr. Watson is a Freshman in the As- 
sociation perhaps your President can be rated 
a Junior, and surely nostalgia is permissible 
to a Junior. One thing that seemed to me 
especially fine about the Old Days was the 
common interest we had in the Association 
and in the profession as a whole. Today an 
era of organizational subdivisions, with 
specialized interests, is dawning. That is as 
it should be. In a union of strong divisions 
there is great strength. But I would not have 
a single member of the Louisiana Library 
Association lose sight of the “Library world 
as a whole” or fail to recognize his responsi- 
bilities for the advancement of every aspect 
of its program. 





Reorganization of the New Orleans Public 
Library, 1937-41, 4 Report 


By JOHN HALL JACOBS, Librarian 


The roots of public library service in New 
Orleans reach back nearly one hundred years 
to the establishment of the Fisk Free Library 


in 1843, This library contained a collection 
of 6,000 volumes which were purchased and 
placed under the management of the Mech- 
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anics Institute, later to be transferred to the 
University of Louisiana (now Tulane Uni- 
versity), where it remained until 1896. In 
1847 the Lyceum and Library Society was 
created by an ordinance of the Municipality 
No. 2. These two libraries were consolidated 
in 1896 to form the New Orleans Public 
Library. 

A series of events led the Hon. T. Semmes 
Walmsley, Mayor of New Orleans in 1935 
to request the American Library Association 
to make a “fair, impartial and thorough in- 
vestigation of the affairs of the New Orleans 
“Public Library”. Dr. Joseph L. Wheeler, 
Librarian of the Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
Baltimore, Maryland, and Mr. Jesse Cunning- 
ham, Librarian of the Cossitt Library, Mem- 
phis, Tennessee were appointed by the 
American Library Association to make the 
survey. Their report, submitted to the Di- 
rectors of the Library April 24, 1935, was 
unanimously adopted as a blueprint for the 
“new deal” at the Library. 

Mr. Edmund McGivaren, Jr., the first 
professionally trained librarian, assumed the 
duties as librarian in December of 1936. 
Under his administration there was insti- 
tuted a rapid program of progressive changes, 
including a complete reorganization of the 
fiscal procedures in line with best practices 
of similar public libraries, transfer of the 
Juvenile Department to attractively deco- 
rated quarters on the ground floor, and re- 
arrangement of the various desks of the 


Circulation and Reference Departments, to 


their decided advantage. 

The period of registration was reduced 
from five to three years and the requirement 
ot a guarantor was eliminated. Charging 
and discharging processes were changed and 
books were henceforth charged by the date 
due. A system for reserving non-fiction books 
was installed. Telephone services for general 
information were inaugurated. A chart of the 
crganization showing departmental relation- 
ship was devised and careful instructions in 
their status and duties were given to the 
stalf in group meetings. An increase of $25,- 
000 in appropriation was an all important 
feature of this program of development. 

The public responded to the improvements 


— 


in « gratifying manner. As a result of the 
simplified registration there was an increase 
of thirty percent in new borrowers during 
1937 compared with 1936. The circulation 
likewise increased substantially. The death 
of Mr. McGivaren in April, 1938 came as a 
severe shock to the community and as a blow 
to the library system in New Orleans. 

The writer became librarian in July of 
1938. Emphasis was placed on the program 
outlined by Mr. McGivaren, and the organ- 
ization was studied for additional expansion 
and improvement. The first major under- 
taking was the reorganization of the mend- 
ing program. Attention to this phase of the 
program was imperative, due to the physical 
condition of the books and the resulting 
bottleneck in the flow of books to the public. 
A specialist in library mending was secured 
to train staff and W.P.A. workers in sound 
methods of book repair. Due to her program 
and recommendations, approximately 
$1000.00 was expended for equipment. The 
fund was well invested. Since the reorgan- 
ization, approximately 60,000 volumes have 
been repaired in this Department, in addition 
to the books mended by professional binders. 
During the same period over 40,000 books 
have been discarded, or to state the matter 
differently, approximately 100,000 woefully 
worn and dilapidated volumes have been 
removed from the shelves of the library. The 
improvement in the appearance of the cdl 
lections is extremely gratifying. 

The Catalog Department was next tackled. 
Unfortunately, the results here cannot be 
dramatically measured in objective terms 4 
those of the Mending program. Miss Lucile 
Morsch of the Enoch Pratt Library spent the 
month of December 1938 supervising and 
directing the reorganization of the Depart 
ment. A few radical changes with wide 
spread effect were made, as well as maj 
small ones. The catalog of the Reference 
Department was consolidated with that of 
the Circulation Department and moved to! 
central location convenient to both. Thi 
catalog was made the official and unio 
catalog of the system. Numerous dist 
pancies in records and practices were cleared 
and machinery was set up to catch and pt 
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yent subsequent ones. The policy of dupli- 
cating main library titles for branches was 
adopted. Branch records were revised and 
shelf lists called in as rapidly as inventories 
could be made. Certain changes in classifi- 
cation policies were adopted and all pro- 
cedures were codified and simplified as far 
as possible. The practice of grading juvenile 
books was eliminated and an “Easy Book” 
classification created. 

Inventories of adult fiction in all agencies 
have now been completed and one for the 
reference books of the Main Library is par- 
tially complete. Cutter numbers are being 
assigned to all non-fiction titles and records 
checked in the process, which constitutes an 
automatic inventory. The program outlined 
by Miss Morsch will require several years to 
complete. 

In June of 1940 a Bookmobile, acquired 
on loan from the Library Commission, began 
a schedule of stops in outlying areas of the 
city. Nearly 10,000 books had been loaned 
from it by Dec. 31, 1940. The seventh branch 
of the system was dedicated to the use of the 
public on Nev. 7, 1940. This branch build- 
ing is located on Alvar Street and is called 
the Alvar Branch. It was constructed with 
W.P.A. funds and is a beautiful and func- 
tional structure of monolithic concrete. The 
use of the small but carefully selected stock 
of books has been encouraging; the average 
monthly circulation has been exceeded by 
only two of the older branches. 

Definite plans have not been made for the 
use of the Mayer bequest, which at this 
writing has yielded over $100,000, but the 
staff and directors of the Library are giving 
serious thought to the best method of using 
the fund. Doubtless some plan for extending 
the services of the Library and making books 
more conveniently accessible to all Orleanians 
will be adopted and carried out. 

Perhaps the greatest problem in the re- 
organization of any organization centers in 
Personnel. Definite progress has been made 
in recruiting professionally trained assistants 
and in encouraging staff members to con- 
tinue their academic training, and to par- 
ticipate in professional library organizations. 
A classification scheme designed to acquaint 


each member of his status and to offer salary 
increases for good work and additional 
training was adopted by the directors in 1940 
and was received by the staff with enthu- 
siasm. Staff welfare has been improved by 
several salary increases, by extending vaca- 
tions and by equalizing hours of work 
between departments. 

A concerted effort has been made to make 
the citizens of New Orleans library conscious. 
To this end a special “library week’ was 
observed in 1939 with splendid results. Space 
for regular library articles in all the local 
papers has been secured and other items 
about the library have been released almost 
weekly. Assistants have been encouraged 
through staff meetings, bulletins and con- 
ferences to “sell” the services of the library 
to the public by cheerful, intelligent service 
to them. Exhibits of interest to special groups 
have been held within the library and with- 
out; letters have been sent to numerous 
organizations announcing special services; a 
large contact file has been compiled and 
persons notified of new books which might 
be interesting to them; book lovers clubs 
have been organized and frequent meetings 
have been held; numerous booklists have 
been made and distributed; a campaign to 
promote the use of materials for the blind 
has resulted in the circulation being doubled. 

The New Orleans Public Library has 
undoubtedly made rapid progress during the 
past five years, much of which cannot be 
measured objectively. For example a com- 
parison of circulation with previous years 
does not show great gains, unless one knows 
that home and library use of books counted 
in former years is compared with home use 
only at present. Much progress has been 
made but much more remains to be accom- 
plished. The number of readers who use the 
library must in the next few years be raised 
from the present 11 percent of the population 
to a level of at least 25 percent. The per 
capita reading of those who are already 
patrons must be increased. Business men, 
public officials and professional people must 
be trained to turn to the library in confidence 
that their specialized needs, whether for 
ready reference questions or research prob- 
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lems, will be supplied quickly and satis- 
factorily. The youth of New Orleans must 
be shown the beauty and power of books and 
encouraged to grow up with the library. The 
use of the Negro branch must grow in 
quantity and quality Clear and unbiased 
treatises on public questions and books which 
nourish the very roots of democratic insti- 
tutions must reach more citizens through 
the library. In short, the amount of study 
and thinking on the part of citizens of all 
ages and classes must be increased through 
the library’s efforts. 

National defense activities have created 
special library problems. Numerous indus- 
tries have been started in recent months in 
the city which require workers who possess 
technical knowledge in welding, blue print 
reading, hydraulics, the principles of air- 
craft construction and maintenance and in 
related fields. So many workers in these 
industries have requested such material that 
the numbers of technical books added during 
the past year doubled the number added the 
preceding year. Many additional books of 
this nature could be circulated if funds were 
available for their purchase. 

The men in military training in Orleans 
Parish also present an opportunity. for co- 
operation in national defense. Application 
has been made to the Federal Works Agency 
for funds for establishing branch libraries in 


the various military units of the city. The 
resources of the regular agencies have already 
been opened to the men. 

How shall these things be accomplished? 
The printed word competes today with many 
other forms of amusement and modes of 
instruction—the lecture, the forum, the radio, 
as well as with the formal recitation. Books 
therefore must not only be attractive, but 
convenient to the reader. The scattered 
population of New Orleans must therefore 
be reached with mobile library service and 
an adequate extension department. A staff 
must progressively reach higher levels of 
general education, specialized and technical 
knowledge and satisfactory experience. The 
library must be courageous in recruiting 
strong personnel, adequately prepared and in 
advancing those whose ability has been 
proven. 

But extension services, personnel and books 
cost money, hence the needs of the library 
may be summed by the expression “more 
funds’. The A.L.A. standard of $1.00 per 
capita in New Orleans is as yet only a dream. 
With half that amount, great strides could be 
made. Fortunately the library enjoys the 
sympathetic cooperation of the city adminis 
tration. The Mayor and Commission Council 
have done much to aid the library and will 
doubtless continue their efforts to provide 
better library services to the city. 





Loutsitana Library Commission 


The opening of the third demonstration 
library this year and active participation in 
national defense plans in the state have oc- 
cupied much attention during recent weeks. 

The DeSoto demonstration was opened 
on August 7 with headquarters in Mansfield, 
and other branches will be opened soon. Dr. 
Pierce Cline, president of Centenary College, 
and Miss Mary Mims, rural sociologist with 
the Louisiana State University agricultural 
extension division, were principal speakers 
at the opening exercises, at which Commis- 
sion chairman J. O. Modisette presided. 

Congratulatory telegrams from Governor 


Sam H. Jones, Maj. Gen. Campbell B. 
Hodges, president o fLouisiana State Uni- 
versity, from Senator Joe T. Cawthorn, and 
from many other citizens were read at the 
program. 

Miss Mary McFarland of Mansfield is 
DeSoto’s librarian, and is being assisted by 
Miss Ursula Crawford of Shreveport, assistant 
librarian, and by Miss Lucile Young of 
Mansfield, area project supervisor of the 
Work Projects Administration, which is co 
operating with the library commission in the 
demonstration. 

A new bookmobile, the cab-over-engine 
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type, has been sent to the demonstration, 
and the initial book collection numbered 
more than 5,500 volumes. 

The headquarters branch is in the city 
hall, and during the war games, the soldiers 
stationed there came in every day to read, 
write letters, and to request information on 
Louisiana history, the Battle of Mansfield, 
color plates of snakes and insects of the 
region, and many other subjects. 

Constant use of other libraries by soldiers, 
officers, and their families in the state for 
war maneuvers has been reported. Libraries 
in the defense area have provided stationery, 
pens and ink for writing letters, and have 
opened their reading rooms on Sunday after- 
noons for the use of the draftees. 

In addition, both the library commission 
and the parish libraries have received in- 
numerable requests for information on sub- 
jects related to the defense industries. General 
subject matter for clubs, specific data for 
boys studying for entrance examinations in 
various branches of the service, and tech- 
nical material on defense work such as ship- 
building, welding, machine operation, hous- 
ing facilities and sanitation, are some of the 
requests which have poured into the libraries. 

One more evidence of growing appreciation 
for library service is seen in the action of the 
Bossier parish police jury in financing the 
library at the end of the demonstration. 
Opened in September of last year, the library 
has served every part of the parish and has 
rapidly become one of the most popular 
institutions in Bossier. As the time neared 
for voting a tax, the police jury decided that 
public approval for continuing the library 
justified increase of their general fund in 
order to appropriate money for the library. 
This is the first time such procedure has 
been followed in financing a parish library, 
the usual method being either to have a 
Property vote on a proposed tax or to supply 
the funds from appropriations of specified 
sums from the police jury and other local 
bodies. The measure was passed with only 
one negative vote. 

Miss Elisabeth Williams is Bossier parish 
librarian. 

Another library tax, incidentally, was 








passed in August when Sabine parish voted 
on a two-mill tax for the next ten years. The 
tax was voted on a year before the expiration 
of a former tax passed in 1937, so that the 
revenues will be available at the end of the 
present tax period. Miss Emily Spencer is 
Sabine parish librarian. 

In the other two demonstrations being con- 
ducted by the library commission, the book- 
mobile is reported unusually popular during 
the summer months. In Vermilion, also, the 
librarian reports that adult circulation has 
increased steadily since the library opened, 
with no drop during the summer, In July 
there was more adult non-fiction read than 
during any previous month, according to 
Miss Jessica Boatner’s report to the commis- 
sion for that month. 

The bookmobile circulation for July in 
Pointe Coupee numbered 1367 volumes, an 
increase of 917 over the June bookmobile 
circulation. The library took an active part 
in the first folk school for that parish, held 
in July, and Miss Bernadine Glaser of the 
library commission staff addressed the school 
on “The Library in National Defense”. 
Pointe Coupee’s librarian is Miss Elizabeth 
Cammack. 

In Bossier, also, the bookmobile circulation 
in July reached a new high, 2789 books being 
circulated from the book truck in that month. 

Interesting notes have been reported from 
the Terrebonne parish library, of which Miss 
Patricia Motte is in charge. Many books in 
French have been requested there, and a 
number of the patrons read only in French. 
Among the more unusual requests are some 
from a plantation owner who has organized 
the Negroes on her own and neighboring 
plantations into a choral group. The group 
sang this spring at the New Orleans Fiesta, 
and now the woman plans to use them for 
background singing in one of the Little 
Theatre group, to which she belongs. The 
parish library has borrowed a number of 
books from the library commission for her 
on the background and development of 
Negro spirituals. 

In this parish, also, the library participated 
in the folk school. Miss Motte organized 
and carried out the Arts and Science class 
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division for the day, and Miss Sarah Jones, 
supervisor of the state-wide WPA library 
project, was the guest speaker, speaking on 
“Books and Reading”. 

A number of staff changes, both at Com- 
mission headquarters and in the parishes, 
have taken place this summer. Miss Laura 
Baker, Richland parish librarian, is to be a 
member of the commission’s parish and 
regional staff. Her place as Richland librarian 
will be taken by Miss Margaret Frances 
Wiseman, formerly Bossier City branch 
librarian, and Miss Irma Rayne is to replace 
Miss Wiseman. Miss Rayne is a graduate of 
the Louisiana State university library school, 
and for three years has been an assistant in 
the University’s browsing room. 





Two other L.S.U. library school graduates, 
are now assistants on the library commission 
staff. They are Miss Jo Coullard and Miss 
Cora Ann Foote, both of Baton Rouge. 


Miss Mary McFarland’s place as assistant 
to Miss Lou Venia Gahagan in the More- 
house parish library has been filled by Miss 
Beverly Bruce Gordon of Baton Rouge. Miss 
Neddie Roberts of New Orleans has gone to 
Vermilion as assistant librarian, replacing 
Mrs. Robert McGivney, resigned. Miss Mary 
Herron is the new WPA area supervisor for 
the Vermilion area, and Miss Marjorie 
Brown of the Sabine parish staff is now WPA 
area supervisor for the Monroe area. Miss 
Marie Spivey has replaced her in Sabine. 


















School Libraries 


After a summer of rest, recreation, or 
study, school librarians are beginning a new 
year, many of them under rather unusual 
circumstances, since the opening of schools 
in 41 parishes has been delayed because of 
army maneuvers in the area. Most of these 
schools will open on October 6, when the 
roads will be free of army traffic. 


There have been several changes of position 
among school librarians this fall. Nina Mit- 
chell, formerly Librarian of the Istrouma 
High School, is now Supervisor of Elemen- 
tary-School Libraries for the Canton Public 
Library, Canton, Ohio. New placements in 
Louisiana schools include the following: 
Frances Moak, Kentwood High School; Mar- 
gareit Boswell, Sulphur High School; Edmee 
Hanchey, Lake Charles High School; Mabel 
Claire Richardson, North Highlands Junior 
High School, Baton Rouge; Brunette Klaus, 
Opelousas High School; Thesta Ann Walker, 
Oakdale High School. Mildred Hogan, 
formerly secretary in the Library Division of 
the State Department of Education, has been 
appointed research librarian for the Depart- 
ment, and will assist staff members with 
reference service, bibliographical work, and 
any other activities in which library service 


can be helpful. 





Book Week this year will be earlier than 
usual, November 2-8, so that planning should 
be done earlier also. The theme “Forward 
with Books!” is symbolized in the Helen 
Sewell poster, which is available from Book 
Week Headquarters, 62 W. 45th Street, New 
York City for 20 cents. A manual of sug- 
gestions is available from the same source 
free of charge. 











Those who heard the stimulating tak 
made by Mrs. Mary P. Douglas, Supervisor 
of School Libraries in North Carolina, a 
the L.L.A. School Library Section meeting 
in Lake Charles last spring, will remember 
her appeal to school librarians to keep up 
with professional reading. Special interes 
thus attaches to the appearance of a new 
book by Mrs. Douglas, the “Teacher 
Librarian’s Handbook’, published by ALA 
at $1.90. This is a manual for the untrained 
teacher-librarian, and is very practical and 
comprehensive as well as competently 
written, like all Mrs. Douglas’ work. __ 

Another new publication of interest 5 
“Schools and Public Libraries Workiog 
Together in School Library Service”. Thé 
is the report of the Joint Committee of t 
NE.A. and the ALL., giving the results ¢ 
their study of school and public-library @ 
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operation in this field. It is published by the 
NE.A., Washington, D. C., at 25 cents. 


A survey of the elementary and secondary 
schools which will be of great interest to 
educators and public alike is now being con- 
ducted by a staff headed by Dr. Carleton 
Washburne, Superintendent of Schools, Win- 


netka, Illinois. This study was authorized 
by the Legislature in 1940, and will be com- 
pleted by March, 1942. It is expected to give 
a comprehensive picture of the State’s school 
system, with recommendations for future 
improvement. Dr. Washburne’s headquarters 
are in the Law School Building at L.S.U. 
(Continued on page 20.) 





Public Libraries 


During the summer months many books 
have been added to the shelves and circula- 
tion has increased in the Alexandria Public 
Library. 

Soldiers especially find the library of use 
both for recreation and for finding informa- 
tion on many subjects. Books on Louisiana 
are especially popular. 

The children are finding great pleasure in 
the library this summer and quite a number 
of books have been added for the pleasure 


and information of younger readers. 





LAKE CHARLES CARNEGIE 

The library has been busy trying to supply 
reading matter for the soldiers, their wives 
and families during their stay in our midst. 
About 100 juvenile books were added to our 
collection this summer. We have 25 to 30 sol- 
diers daily using the library who are inter- 
ested in various subjects but mostly economics 
and mathematics. 





NEW ORLEANS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Library facilities were recently made avail- 
able to men in military service, stationed at 
New Orleans. Arrangements were made by 
the Librarian with the cooperation of the 
Morale Officer of the Air Base and the 
Chaplain of the LaGarde Hospital, to enable 
the men at these stations to secure library 
cards upon presentation of an identification 
card bearing the signature of the Morale 
Officer or Chaplain. These officers promise 
to cooperate with the Library in securing the 
return of all books loaned to a borrower if 
he is transferred to another post. The identi- 
fication card must also bear the applicant’s 
name and unit of service. 


Library privileges wil] also be extended 
to men in other units of service as soon as 
similar arrangements can be made with the 
officers in charge. Men stationed in New 
Orleans for a short induction into the service 
are extended full Reading Room privileges, 
but are not issued Library cards. 

Plans are under way for a booklet to be 
printed and distributed among the many 
Boy Scouts of the city to help them in passing 
the Merit Badge Tests. The books listed cover 
six broad fields of interest to scouts. A meet- 
ing of the boys was held in the Library Audi- 
torium, in which they helped in the 
compiling of the list by recommending 
books from those on display. Most of the 
books selected are from the Juvenile Depart- 
ment or the Young Adult Corner of the 
Circulation Department. An attempt was 
made to include books widely represented in 
the collections of the seven branches and the 
bookmobile, and many of the titles have been 
ordered for those branches that do not have 
them. Excellent cooperation was given by the 
local office of the Boy Scouts of America. 

The magnificent collection of nearly 500 
dolls, which is known as the Haspel Collec- 
tion has been loaned to the New Orleans 
Public Library. This loan, which is more or 
less permanent, was made early in the sum- 
mer, and the dolls were put on display in 
their specially built cases. The collection was 
made by the late Harry Haspel, and willed to 
his granddaughter, Barbara Ann Haspel, two- 
vear-old daughter of the Leo Haspels. The 
dolls were loaned to the library because it 
was believed that many people would get a 
chance to see and enjoy them. The collection 
consists of dolls of nearly every part of the 
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world, and of many ages, from as early as 
the first quarter of the 17th century to the 
present time. Among the most interesting 
dolls are the Italian crib dolls of the 17th, 
18th and 19th centuries done in wax. The 
Japanese ceremonial dolls and the many 
authentically dressed peasant dolls are as 
valuable as they are charming, since the 
present war threatens to make peasant art 
in Europe obsolete. 

A neat but conspicious sign stating “Five 
Minutes Walk to Public Library” was placed 
on the corner of Canal and St. Charles 
Streets, directing visitors, strangers and par- 
ticularly men in service to the Library. 

The huge 384 square-foot mural painted 
by New Orleans artist, Edward Schoenberger, 
under the auspices of the WPA Art Project 
in Louisiana was dedicated on July 24. The 
mural which is located in the Canal Branch 
library is said to be the largest mural painted 
on a single piece of canvas in the country. 
The work which is beautifully executed, 
depicts the history of the printed word. Six 
panels show the cave man cutting in stone, 
the Chinese writing on rice paper and doing 
block printing, the Egyptians, a scene in a 
monastery, the Gutenberg press, and a 
modern newspaper press. 

The Buena Vista Garden Club has offered 
to place a monthly flower or plant display in 
the Main Library. This is the third garden 
club to make this offer and a fourth is con- 
sidering it. The clubs now exhibiting 
monthly arrangements are the New Orleans 
Rose Society, the Better Gardens Club and 
the Buena Vista Garden Club. These exhibits 
have become very popular with library 
patrons, and many favorable comments are 
received concerning their attractiveness. 
Books on gardening and seasonal reminders 
for planting are usually placed near the 
exhibits. 

The Summer Reading Clubs for Children 
conducted by branch librarians were very 
successful this year, and nearly 200 reading 
certificates were awarded. Most of the clubs 
chose themes in keeping with the defense 
program and this proved a popular choice 
with the children. 

During August, the Canal Branch cele- 


brated its thirtieth anniversary, and an appro- 
priate program commemorated the event. 

The Blind Department which in located 
in Canal Branch has been growing visibly 
in the last few months. Many new borrowers 
have been registered and the circulation has 
increased tremendously. Some time ago, 
letters were sent to libraries throughout the 
state, and through the cooperation of many 
of these libraries many new borrowers were 
reached. The Department is equipped to 
supply a great many patrons, and the ma- 
terial available includes most of the very 
recent fiction and non-fiction in both Braille 
and talking-book records. 

The radio program, “The Story Teller” 
conducted by the Public Library on station 
WDSU is entering its second year of con- 
tinuous broadcasting. The program which 
comes on every Saturday morning at 9 a.m. 
has been very successful as responses from the 
children of New Orleans prove. The library 
would appreciate responses from children 
outside the city also, so that it may measure 
to some extent its listening audience. 

The staff is winding up its vacation sea- 
son, with many members reporting on ex- 
tended trips as well as shorter ones. Plans 
are being made for winter work and progress. 

Miss Dorothy Beckemeyer, Head of the 
Reference Department, resigned on July 3lst 
to accept a position with the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture’s Southern Regional Re- 
search Laboratory in New Orleans. Her 
successor is Mr. George King Logan Jr. who 
was formerly with the Reference Department 
of the New York Public Library. Mr. Logan 
is a graduate of Washington and Lee Unt 
versity and of the Library School of Colum- 
bia University. 

Mrs. Margaret Pier Barnett of New 
Orleans became a member of the Catalogue 
Department on June 16. Mrs. Barnett is 4 
graduate of L.S.U. and Tulane University 
and received her degree in Library Science 
from Emory University. 

Miss Eleanor Cohen has joined the staff, 
working at Alvar and Napoleon Branches. 
Miss Cohen is a graduate of Newcomb 
College and received her library degree from 
L.S.U. 
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College and Reference Libraries 


In his inaugural address before the A.L.A., 
President Charles H. Brown focused atten- 
tion upon educational isolationism and the 
library. The receptivity accorded the address 
among college and university librarians was 
characterized by a measure of mixed feeling. 
Two schools of response are in evidence: 
those librarians who maintain that we are 
guilty of educational isolationism and that 
the address was a forceful and appropriate 
manifesto, and those librarians who contend 
that our college and university libraries are 
not isolated but have always been well inte- 
grated into the educational program and that 
the address was applicable to libraries other 
than those engaged in higher education. 


Whatever school one may associate him- 
self with on this question, he will find an 
equally direct obligation. For, those who 
contend that we are isolated from the educa- 
tional structure will thereby feel the strong 
professional obligation to steer themselves 
and their libraries immediately into the edu- 
cational waters; those who believe our 
libraries are not isolated nor divorced will 
have to make a genuine effort to prove it. 
There is a challenge to be met, there is work 
to be done, and there is professional con- 
sciousness to be aroused—whatever side you 
take on this matter. 


The conviction has been voiced, too, that 
libraries and librarians are to some extent 
responsible for this condition of educational 
isolationism. The new president suggests “a 
different point of view, a different perspec- 
tive, a different approach to educational 
problems . . .”. What is your point of view, 
your philosophy of higher education? Are 
you satisfied with the perspective and aca- 
demic maturity with which you observe the 
educational scene? Is your approach to edu- 
cational problems sound, broad, and vig- 
orous? To what extent do you contribute to 
the thinking and execution of the educational 
values and objectives of your institution? The 
current year should afford college and uni- 
versity librarians in Louisiana sufficient time 


for introspection and self-examination. Per- 
haps we ought to be concerned with this key 
question: Are you as eager and intent upon 
becoming an instructional-minded librarian 
as you are upon making a library-minded 
instructor? 

Introspection never precludes action, how- 
ever. Librarians have been accused as mem- 
bers of a profession who give advice to others 
on reading but who are too busy to do any 
reading themselves. Perhaps a good diet for 
librarians who seek the nutriment of values 
and objectives in higher education would 
include: 

Martin, E. D., The meaning of a 

liberal education. Norton, 1926. 

Fraser, M. G., The college of the 

future. Columbia, 1937. 

Knight, E. W., What college presi- 

dents say. Univ. of N. C., 1940. 

Butts, R. F., The college charts its 

course. McGraw, 1939. 

Hutchins, R. M., The higher learning 

in America. Yale, 1936. 

Brown, K. I., A campus decade, 1930- 

1940. Univ. or Chicago, 1940. 

Brubacher, P., Modern philosophies of 

education. McGraw, 1939. 

Reeves, F. W., The liberal arts col- 

lege. Univ. of Chicago, 1932. 

Canby, H. S., Alma mater. Farrar, 

1936. 

Let us read or reread some of these works 
in higher education so that we may not be 
accused as those who fail to see the forest 
because of the trees. 

Nathaniel Stewart 
Chairman, College and Reference 
Section 





LOUISIANA STATE NORMAL 
COLLEGE 
NATCHITOCHES 
The staff of the Louisiana State Normal 
College Library has undergone considerable 
shifting during the past six months. The 
library staff now consists of five graduate 
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librarians and one secretary. The most 
recent addition to the staff is Miss Evelyn 
Taylor, who comes to Normal after having 
been at the Southwestern Louisiana Institute 
Library for the past three years. 

The deferred opening of the Fall semester 
has provided the staff with an opportunity 
to take a complete inventory of the book 
collection in the college library. 


TULANE UNIVERSITY 
HOWARD-TILTON MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY 
President Rufus Harris,on the day of the 
dedication exercises of the library, announced 
the library gift of $25,000 from the General 
Education Board. This amount is to be spent 
over a period of three years and will be used 
to strengthen the library’s resources for 

carrying on graduate work. 

Mr. Usher, Librarian, has announced that 
one of the first purchases made under the 
new grant was a set of “The Private Papers 
of James Boswell from Malahide Castle in 
the collection of Lt.-Colonel Ralph Heyward 
Isham.” 

Mrs. Mary R. Reed has resigned her posi- 
tion as Assistant in charge of the School of 
Social Work Reading Room to become lib- 
rarian of the College of Commerce. Mrs. 
Reed began her new duties on September 15. 

Miss Eleanor Garner has joined the staff 
of the Howard-Tilton Memorial Library as 
an assistant in the Circulation Department. 
Miss Garner was formerly at the library of 
Converse College. 


MIDDLE AMERICAN RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE 

The Library and staff of the Middle 
American Research Institute were transferred 
on July 28-31 as a unit to the new air-con- 
ditioned building of the Howard-Tilton 
- Memorial Library. Here the collection is 
housed in the stacks and the staff has office 
space in Seminar Room No. 1 on the third 
floor. The move envisages a consolidation of 
library resources and activities in the Uni- 
versity’s Middle American Studies program. 

Mr. Gropp attended the meeting of the 
Committee on Library Cooperation with 


Latin America in Washington on September 
12. He is chairman of this Committee, ap- 
pointed for the next biennium by the Amer- 
ican Library Association. He is also a 
member of the American Library Associa- 
tion’s Committee on International Relations, 
appointed for the two year period, 1941-1943, 


The GUIDE TO LIBRARIES AND 
ARCHIVES OF CENTRAL AMERICA 
AND THE WEST INDIES by Mr. Gropp 
(publication No. 10 of the Middle American 
Research Series) came off the press in August. 
This guide is the results of his two years of 
study during the years 1937-1938 financed 
by a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation. 
The printing was done by a local printer, 
Wetzel Printing, Inc. 


Mrs. Boris Bourde, a graduate student in 
the Spanish Department, has been added 
half-time in the Order Department of the 
Howard - Tilton Memorial Library with 
headquarters in the Library of the Middle 
American Research Institute, to assist in the 
administration of the Rockefeller Foundation 
grant for the purchase of books in the Mid- 
dle American field. She replaces Mrs. Verona 
Phillips, who resigned her position on 
August 31. 


CITY HALL ARCHIVES 
NEW ORLEANS 


From Mrs. Friedrichs comes word that 
among the clientele during the year past 
there have been noticed names from all over 
the United States. Professional men, students, 
and others have been daily patrons at the 
City Hall Archives. 


A great service is rendered by the City 
Hall Archives in the matter of registration 
certificates. People who would otherwise be 
deprived of the benefits because of inability 
to prove their age, are now able to present 
their claims through the preservation of such 
certificates at the Archives library. Many 
persons will now be able to receive Old Age 
and Social Security benefits because of satis 
factory presentation of such legal records. 
These records are preserved with greatest 
care and the library is performing a 
function for such clients. 
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SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA 
INSTITUTE 


(STEPHEN MEMORIAL LIBRARY) 
LAFAYETTE 

Miss Loma Knighten, Librarian, reports 
that for the first time this Fall all freshmen 
will be required to enroll for one hour a 
week in a course called “Orientation to Col- 
lege”. Four hours will be assigned to the 
library staff for lectures on the use of the 
college library. Problems will be given and 
individual instruction supplemented where 
necessary. An examination will be required 
of students at the end of the semester, and 
those who fail to pass the course will be 
required to repeat the course for the second 
semester. 

With respect to staff, three people have 
been added to the staff which include a 
document librarian, an assistant cataloger, 
and an order librarian. Thiss will bring the 
present number on the staff to nine persons. 
Regular monthly staff meetings are sched- 
uled, and in-service training is effected by 
diverting one and one-half hours of working 
time each week to professional reading. This 
marks the beginning of an in-service train- 
ing plan, and other educational features will 
be incorporated later in the year. 


NORTHEAST JUNIOR COLLEGE 
MONROE 

Mary Clay, Librarian, attended the June 
conference of the A.L.A. in Boston, and 
played a important part at the proceedings 
of the Committee on Staff, Salaries, and 
Tenure. As a representative of junior col- 
leges, Miss Clay was invited by Miss Hazel 
Timmerman, chief of the A.L.A. Personnel 
Board. 

Miss Dorothy Flanagan, a graduate of 
Northeast Junior College and Southwestern 
University, has been appointed library assis- 
tant and secretary to the Librarian. Miss 
Flanagan has had previous experience at 
Mary-Hardin Baylor College and the South- 
western Seminary libraries. We welcome her 
into the company of college and reference 
librarians in Louisiana, and wish her many 
years of happiness and good fellowship. 


LOUISIANA STATE MUSEUM 
NEW ORLEANS 

The architectural blueprints for the re- 
construction of the library has been approved 
by the Board of Curators and plans are now 
set for the work of the architect and his 
staff, Miss Naomi Rausch, Librarian, speaks 
of the library proudly as “this old, yet new, 
library”. Librarians in the State are invited 
to visit the library and to share Miss Rausch’s 
esthusiasm in the plans for development. 

The Photograph Department has been un- 
usually busy. A great deal of research was 
done, as well as photography, for the “Sara- 
toga Trunk” by Edna Ferber, a production 
by Warner Brothers. Miss Rausch spent some 
time at the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
and centered her attention particularly upon 
the photograph collection. Photographic 
work has been done also for the Shell Oil 
Company in recent months at the Louisiana 
State Museum Library. 

Miss Rausch has been appointed chairman 
of the Constitution and By-Laws of the 
L.L.A. College and Reference Section. 
Other members of the Committee are Miss 
Ella V. Aldrich, Mr. Eugene P. Watson, Mr. 
Arthur Gropp, and Mr. Nathaniel Stewart. 


COLLEGE OF THE SACRED HEART 
GRAND COTEAU 

The most significant step at College of the 
Sacred Heart Library has been the establish- 
ment of a departmental library devoted ex- 
clusively to the study of French. This de- 
partmental library will be “strictly a French 
library” and is to be located in a room ad- 
joining the main library unit. More than 
500 volumes will be added. 

An exciting and profitable period was 
spent in gathering volumes in French from 
the various bookshelves and rooms of the 
Convent, and the hunt yielded some old 
treasurers. Since the school was originally 
the first boarding school of educational sig- 
nificance in this section of Louisiana, many 
items of interest were discovered which re- 
flected the books on which elder generations 
grew up. 

Among some of the interesting publica- 
tions found were: 
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Gonnelieu, “Imitation de Jesus 


Christ”, 1787. 

Havard, “L’histoire du moyen-age”’. 
Gattel, “Dictionnaire universal .. . 
Noel et Place, “Cours de litterature 

comparee”, 1820. 

Reyre, “Fabuliste des enfans et des 

adolescens”, 1828. 

“Voyage de Polyclete’, 1828. 
“Le plutargue de l’enfance”, 1822. 

Many other items, too many to be listed 
here, are to be added to the new collection. 
We recommend fellow librarians in Louisi- 
ana to visit the College of the Sacred Heart 
during the year and to browse among these 
volumes in the new French library. 


LOYOLA UNIVERSITY 
NEW ORLEANS 

Developments in the physical improvement 
of the building is a real highlight. Much 
work has been done in the reading room, and 
the walls and woodwork have been repainted 
with a soft buff and trimmed with soft 
green. New light oak shelving will be ready 
shortly. 

Miss Elizabeth Middleton, L.S.U. Library 
School, has joined the staff at the Dental 
School. Increased facilities for reading and 
research has been made and the school anti- 
cipates a busy and interesting year. The new 
building of the School of Law will also give 
much added space for library facilities. 

Book displays during the year accounted 
for a fine increase in circulation. Plans are 
now being set for developing independent 
reading habits in the undergraduate. 


JOHN McNEESE JUNIOR COLLEGE 
LAKE CHARLES 

Mr. George W. Johnson has been granted 
leave of absence to be inducted into the 
United States Naval Air Corps. He will be 
stationed for the present at the Naval Air 
Base in New Orleans. 

The person selected to replace Mr. Johnson 
as librarian is Mr. George Bentley, of Pea- 
body Library School. Mr. Bentley has pre- 
viously worked with the American Imprints 
Survey in Nashville, Tennessee. We wish 


him good luck and good fellowship. 


LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
HILL MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
Staff members attending the A.L.A. con- 
vention in Boston were: Mrs. Ruth Camp- 
bell, Jeanne Williams, Ella V. Aldrich, and 

Mary Rice. 

Mrs. Alyce Williams, assistant cataloger, 
and John Goudeau, Geology Librarian, are 
on leave of absence while at the Library of 
Congress. Nettie Puckett has been appointed 
to fill the vacancy in the Cataloging Depart- 
ment and Mrs. Marguerite Hanchey is in 
charge of the Geology Library. The latter is 
being replaced in the Art Library by Lo 


retta Mary Capdeville. 


Helen Finke, in charge of the Music 
Library, attended the summer session at 
Columbia University, where she took a 
special course in Music Library Adminis- 
tration. 

Robert C. Tucker, Assistant Order 
Librarian, was awarded the Master’s Degree 
in History at the June commencement. The 
subject of Mr.:Tucker’s thesis was The Life 
and Public Career of E. John Ellis. 

Alice M. Dugas, curator of the Romance 
Languages collection, studied at the National 
University of Mexico during the summer, 
taking advanced cources in Spanish and in 
Mexican Literature. 

A special purchase of books in the field 
of Mexican Literature was made recently and 
will be added to the Romance Languages 
Collection. The titles were selected by Dr. 
D. S. Wogan and Professor.H. A. Major of 
the University’s Department of Romance 
Languages. 

The following staff members, availing 
themselves of a ruling in this respect, have 
each registered for a course in the univer- 
sity: Lily Wise, Library Science; Bessie Mit- 
chell, Legal Bibliography; Delores Kemp, 
Spanish; Cidellia Reulet and Alice Dugas, 
Sociology; Robert Tucker, History. 

LIBRARY SCHOOL 

The Library School of the Louisiana 
State University closed its 1941 summer 
session with the largest graduating class in 
its history. Of the 130 students enrolled, 40 
received the B.S. in L.S. degree, making 4 
total of 68 for the 1940-41 session. 








rder 
gree 
The 
Life 


ance 
onal 
mer, 


d in 


field 
and 
lages 
Dr. 
or of 
vance 


ailing 

have 
niver- 
Mit 
emp, 
dugas, 


isiana 
mmer 
ass in 
ed, 40 
cing 4 








Lov1staNA LiBprRary ASSOCIATION 


~-<@f 17 











In addition to the regular faculty, including 
Miss Francis, Miss Herdman, and Miss Wil- 
liams, the School had two visiting instructors. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Nichols of the staff of the 
New York Public Library was back to teach 
the courses in Book Selection and Children’s 
Books, and Miss Ola Maye Nicholson, 
Supervisor of School Libraries in Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina, taught the school 
library courses. 

Adding considerable interest to the sum- 
mer session was the Institute for School 
Librarians, sponsored jointly by the State 
Department of Education, the School of Edu- 
cation and Library School of Louisiana 
State University. It was held on the Univer- 
sity campus from June 11-13 in connection 
with the Louisiana State University Institute 
Week. The visiting specialist was Miss 
Althea Currin, Associate Professor of 
Library Science, Carnegie Institute of Tech- 
nology, Pittsburg, Pa. About 110 school 
librarians or prospective schools librarians 
attended. 

Catharine Ball, ’38, formerly librarian of 
the Bailey Junior High School in Jackson, 
Mississippi, has accepted the position of 
Librarian and Reviser for the Library 
School. 

Miss Mildred P. Harrington divided her 
vacation between traveling in California and 
the western part of the United States and 
visiting in Canada. Miss Janet Agnew spent 
the summer at her home in Canada, and 
Miss Norris McClellan attended the summer 
session of the School of Library Service of 
Columbia University. 

Students in Library School continue to hold 
a high place in scholarship on the campus. 
Of the 1941 class Miss Mary Herren and 
Mr. John Dawson were elected to Phi Kappa 
Phi, national honorary scolastic fraternity. 




























































LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS 1940-41 
Paut E. Poster 
Order Librarian 
The Louisiana State University Library 
has added a total of 16,191 volumes to its 
llection during the fiscal year of 1940-41. 
Of this number, 11,778 were secured by pur- 
thased and 4,413 were gifts and exchanges. 












These figures represent the additions to the 
General Library only and do not include un- 
cataloged material, such as pamphlets, 
manuscripts, newspapers and official State 
and United States documents. 

A number of acquisitions during this 


period could be classed as outstanding, due 


to their value as source material, or, to their 
importance as standard works or sets in the 
fields which they represent. In this connec- 
tion, it might be well to list a selected group 
of such acquisitions: 
In the field of Bacteriology, the library 
acquired a set of the journal AB- 
STRACTS OF BACTERIOLOGY, 
volumes 1-9, covering the period from 
February, 1917 to December, 1925, 
which is a complete file of this periodi- 
cal from the time of its beginning to 
the time publication ceased. Although 
it is no longer published, this periodical 
is considered an important work in 
bacteriology. 
A significant journal in the field of 
Public Health and Hygiene—THE 
JOURNAL OF HYGIENE, volumes 
1-33, 1901-1933, published by the Cam- 
bridge University Press—was acquired 
from England. 
Two noteworthy sets in the subject of 
Bibliography were added—A WORLD 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BIBLIO- 
GRAPHY and the famous INTERNA- 
TIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF HIS- 
TORICAL SCIENCE. A WORLD 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BIBLIO- 
GRAPHY was compiled by Theodore 
Besterman, one of the great authorities 
in the bibliographical field. One critic 
says, “THE WORLD BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF BIBLIOGRAPHY is one of the 
great monuments of  single-handed 
literary labour and is bound to take its 
place among the standard books.” THE 
INTERNATIONAL BIBLIGRAPHY 
OF HISTORICAL SCIENCE, in eleven 
volumes, is one of the most important 
works of historiography. 
Dealing with subjects in the field of 
Latin American history and literature, 
The Library procured the following: 
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Aceredo, Eduardo—-ANNALES 
HISTORICOS DEL URUGUAY. 
Montevideo, 1933-36. 6 volumes. 

Rojas, Ricardo—LA LITERATURA 
ARGENTINA. Buenos Aires, 1924-25. 
8 volumes. 

Roxlo, Carlos—HISTORIA CRITICO 
DE LA LITERATURA URUGUAYA. 
Montevideo, 1912-16. 7 volumes. 


West Indies—A collection of manu- 
scripts on the West Indies, covering the 
period from 1790 to 1883. 

The Library purchaed NORTH 
AMERICAN WILD FLOWERS, by 
Mary Vaux Walcott, published by the 
Smithsonian Institution. It is made up 
of five volumes, which contain 400 
original paintings that have particular 
value in the botanical field. 

An exhaustive CATALOG OF FORA- 
MINIFERA, published by the American 
Museum of Natural History, of approxi- 
mately thirty volumes, was bought for 
the Geology Library. This catalog is the 
result of more than ten years: of work 
involved in assembling a complete 
source library of literature on Foramini- 
fera and Ostracoda. 

Two important works in the field of 


history are worthy of mention: 

Evans, Arthur John—PALACE OF 
MINOS, 1921-35, in four volumes; and 
Jannssen, Johannes— HISTORY OF 
THE GERMAN PEOPLE AT THE 
CLOSE OF THE MIDDLE AGES, 
1896-1910, in 16 volumes. 

Two acquisitions in German literature 
were: 

THE LIFE OF GOTHE, by Albert 
Bielschowsky, in three volumes, and the 

SAMTLICHE WERKE of C. M. 
Wieland, in 54 volumes. 

Publications of the FOLK LORE 
SOCIETY OF LONDON, from 1869- 
1916 and the SHAKESPEARE DOCU- 
MENTS, FACSIMILES, TRANSLI- 
TERATIONS, TRANSLATIONS, 
AND COMMENTARIES, edited by 
Benjamin R. Lewis and published by 
Stanford University, are other notable 
additions. 

Other scientific journals added were: 


THE CAMBRIDGE  PHILOSO- 
PHICAL SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS, 
volumes 7-35, 1889-1937, and the 
JOURNAL OF CELLULAR AND 
COMPARATIVE - PHYSIOLOGY, 
volumes 1-14, 1932-39. 





Negro Libraries 


DILLARD UNIVERSITY 


Miss Irma Stripling has been engaged as 
assistant librarian in charge of cataloging 
and order work to replace Miss Hazel 
Edwards. Miss Edwards has resigned to 
accept a position as librarian at Camp 
Livingston in Alaxandria, La. 

Mr. Stewart, librarian, has recently con- 
tributed an article to the Library Journal 
entitled, “The humanization of reading in 
the liberal arts college.” It deals with the 
thinking and direction of general reading at 
Dillard University. This is particularly true 
of the expenditure of funds from the Car- 
negie Corporation grant. 

During the current year, significant em- 
phasis will be placed upon Inter-American 


Relations. An effort will be made to utilize 
books, periodicals, radio and any other 
medium to educate the student in the matter 
of hemispheric relations. A basic collection 
of publications dealing with Canada, Latin 
America and Pan American affairs will be 
formed during the year. 


XAVIER UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
The Children’s Center at Xavier Library, 


projected as a circulating library for some 
city schools last year, was used by the 
children attending the summer laborator 
school and served also as a demonstration 
unit of the School of Education. The students 
in teacher-librarian courses were especiallj 


benefited by work in the Center. Miss Su 
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Hefley, supervisor of school libraries, visited 
the Center during the session, and spoke to 
the library science students particularly of 
the State program for school libraries, and 
the preparation of teacher-librarians. Miss 
Hefley gave also many interesting sidelights 
of the Boston A.L.A. meet and to the delight 
of all present, displayed book curios brought 


from the Convention. 


Miss Syria Francois, Class of 1940, will be 
among the twenty-five first students to 
matriculate in the new School of Library 
Science Atlanta University. 

During Orientation Week, the Freshmen 
attended an assembly lecture, “Living with 
Books”, by the librarian. Sister Marie 








Christine, teacher-librarian, conducted all 
library tours and will continue coaching 
Freshmen in library usage. The orientation 
plan which has proved successful at Xavier, 
divides all Freshmen into departmental 
groups, which permits of greater emphasis 
for particular needs in the various fields of 
interest. 


This semester, Seniors of the School of 
Education students will study under Sister 
Marie Christine the Integrated Curriculum 
and the Library. Part-time students, teaching 
in junior or senior high schools are being 
given opportunity to study Adolescent 
Literature, with Sister Mary Redempta 
through both semesters. 





Louisiana 


Recent references on Louisiana or by Lou- 
isiana authors, including books of importance 
locally printed, selected and annotated by 
Marguerite D. Renshaw, Reference Librarian, 
Howard-Tilton Memorial Library, New Or- 
leans. 

Crark, Peter W., ed.—Arrows of Gold. An 
Anthology of Catholic verse from “Amer- 
ica’s first Catholic College for Colored 
Youth.” 85p. New Orleans, Xavier Uni- 
versity Press, 1941. 

A fine effort in student poetry. Fine 

because it is sincere and because even 

though every arrow does not reach the 
mark, the ultimate goal was always in 
view. 

FEIBELMANN, JuLIAN B.—A Social and Econ- 
omic Study of the New Orleans Jewish 
Community. 157p. Philadelphia, 1941. 
The history of the foundation and develop- 
ment of a very important group in the 
population of New Orleans, studied in 
relation to itself and in relation to the 
metropolis of which it is a vital part. 

Grrow, Ricuarp O.—Cradle days of St. 
Mary’s at Natchez. 302p. Natchez, 1941. 
(Printed at Hope Haven Press, Marrero, 
La..) 

A most worthy companion of Roger 

Baudier’s “The Catholic Church in Lovu- 





in Print 


isiana,” is this history of the pioneer days 
of the church in Natchez. It is not only a 
record of the zeal and devotion of the 
congregation but is also a contribution to 
the historical background of one of the 
noteworthy cities of the south. 

HistroricaL Recorps Survey—Inventory of 
the Parish Archives of Louisiana. no. 55, 
Terrebonne Parish. 169p. (mimeographed) 
University, L.S.U., 1941. 

Historica Recorps Survey—Transcription 
of Manuscript Collections of Louisiana. no. 
1 The Favrot Papers, vol. 4. (mimeo- 
graphed) New Orleans, Tulane Univer- 
sity of La., 1941. 

Hovusinc AutHority or New OrLeans— 
Report for the Year Ending December 31, 
1940. 23p. N. O., 1941. 

Jounston, Grace Barrow—A Few Early 
Families in America. 262p. Greenfield, 
Ind., Wm. Mitchell Printing Co., c1941. 
A history of the name and ramifications 
of the Barrow family with an account of 
the Louisiana Barrows. 

Jounson, Howarp P.—New Orleans Under 
General Butler (Reprinted from the Lou- 
isiana Historical Quarterly, v. 24, no. 2, 
April, 1941) 105p. 

A historian’s attempt to mark in the per- 
spective that time has furnished the true 
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facts of history in the Federal occupation 
of New Orleans under General Butler. A 
study of keen interest and deep import- 
ance to Louisianians and especially to 
Orleanians. 


Larcapio Hearn Society or New ORLEANS 
Lafcadio Hearn in New Orleans. (The 
dedication of the Lafcadio Hearn Room 
of the Howard-Tilton Library and the 
inauguration dinner of the Lafcadio 
Hearn Society, March 7, 941) 47p. 
Unusually important material brought 

out at dedicatory exercises in honor of 

Lafcadio Hearn; appreciations, reminis- 


cences and exerpts of unpublished letters. 


Louisiana Dept. oF Epucation. Div. oF 
INSTRUCTION AND SuPERVision—Louisiana 
for Defense. (Bulletin no. 454) 48p. 
Baton Rouge, 1941. 

A graphic presentation of Louisiana’s con- 
tribution to the National Defense train- 
ing program. Amply and tellingly illus- 
trated. 


LovisianA Power AND Licut Company— 
Annual report for 1940. 22p. 


Louisiana State University. SCHOOL oF 
Mepicine. Dept. orf OPpHTHALMOLOGY— 
Ophathalmic Notes. v. 1, no. 1, July 1941. 


(mimeographed ) 


Murpuy, Epmunp R.—Henry de Tonty, 
Fur Trader of the Mississippi. 129p. Bal- 
timore, Johns Hopkins Press, 1941. 

An excellent study of the activities of a 
man whose ability and accomplishments, 
according to the author, may outstrip those 


of his superior La Salle, whose efforts as 
discoverer and administrator he seconded 
so loyally. 


New Orveans. Boarp oF CoMMISSIONERS OF 
Ciry Park—New Orleans City Park; Its 
First Fifty Years. 72p. New Orleans, 
Gulf printing co., 1941. | 


The story past and present of New Orleans’ 
beautiful City Park on the tract which was 
formerly the sugar plantation of the 
Allard family. Contains illustrations and an 
historically informative map. 


Smit, J. Frazer—White Pillars. Early Life 
and Architecture of the Lower Mississippi 
Valley Country. 252p. N. Y., William 
Helburn, 1941. 
Of unending the White 

Pillars, sentinels of another age, helping 

to shape the traditions of to-day. With 


illustrations sketched by the the author, 


interest are 


with the legend presented from an archi- 
tect’s point of view and knowledge, this 

volume is more than just another book on 
southern plantation homes. 


Survey or Feperat Arcuives—Inventory of 
Federal Archives in the States. Series XVI 
—The Farm Credit Administration. No. 
17, Louisiana. (mimeographed) 13p. New 
Orleans, Survey of Federal Archives, 194]. 





School Libraries 


(Continued from page 11.) 


SHREVE MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
SuMMER Rapio ProcRaMm 


On August 27th the Shreve Memorial Li- 
brary completed a thirteen week children’s 
radio program. The program was called 
Story Caravan Trail and the word “Ameri- 
can” might have preceeded this title because 
the trail did not leave the U. S. 


A 5 x 7 foot papier mache map of the 
stops to be made on this fanciful trip was 
displayed in the Children’s Room throughout 
the program. Colorful scenes cut from the 
book jackets marked the stops, and red and 
blue cellophane streamers fanned out from 
Shreveport to each point of interest. Each 
week as the new story was told over the radio 
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by the Children’s Librarian a covered wagon 
marked the progress of the “Story Saravan.” 


The stories were all incidents taken from 
full length books in the Children’s Depart- 
ment and rounded into a complete fifteen 
minute short story. After each story was told 
the radio audience was reminded that this 
was only a small part of the book which 
ould be borrowed from the Public Library 
as well as many more equally as interesting. 

Accompanying the map was a large dis- 
play of books with America as their back- 
ground. 

A radio was borrowed each Wednesday 
morning and any child who cared to hear 


the program could hear it in the Children’s 
Room. 





The first three or four weeks were rather 
discouraging in that we had very little visable 
result from the program but from the fourth 
wek on we had an increasing number of 
people come in to take out cards who had 
tther never had cards, or had not used them 


for some time. 








In the two weeks before school opened 
(due to the delay caused by the Army 
Maneuvers) many children asked why we 
didn’t continue the program. 














Although the results from this program 
were not overwhelming in raising circulation 
we feel that it was worthwhile. 

















The index and title-page to volume 4 will 
‘pear in the December issue. 
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LIBRARY BINDING 
Done Economically by Skilled Workers in our Modern Bindery 
Wide choice of Materials and Styles of Binding 
Prompt Service 





Write for Samples and Quotations 
Dameron -Pierson Co., Ltd. 
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Snead Library Book Stacks, 
Unit Wood Shelving, Peter- 
son Library Furniture, Cata- 
log cards, Pockets and Miscel- 
laneous Library Supplies. All 
in stock for immediate ship- 
ment. 


H. C. PARKER INC. 


336 CAMP STREET 
335 BANK PLACE 
New Orleans, US A 














Charles F. Heartman 


The Book Farm, 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 





AMERICANA, PRINTED AND IN 
MANUSCRIPT 








NEW ORLEANS 
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REBINDING F. F. HANSELL & BRO. 
wues 131-133 Carondelet Street 
LIBRARIES New Orleans 


SCHOOLS 





NEW BOOKS 
Pre-library bound 
for attractiveness 

and economy 





EDWIN ALLEN CO. 


2nd Unit, Santa Fe Bidg. 


DALLAS, TEX. 
Cc. 8. (JOE) EDGAR, Manager 





For More Than 60 Years 
Headquarters for all 
School and College 
Supplies 


A Complete Stock of Library 
Supplies and Equipment 


PROMPT SERVICE 
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The Dallas branch of The 
Macmillan Company serves 
most of the libraries in Lou- 
isiana and hopes to serve all 
of them. 

Please order your Mac- 
millan books — one or a 
hundred — directly from us 
or from a bookseller who 
will, in turn, order from us. 


CI2ENS 


The 


Macmillan Company 
Ross Avenue and Akard St. 
DALLAS, TEXAS 

















